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Seminar No. 1
Violence against children: 
linking international cooperation to national strategies
Stockholm, 8 September 2008

Concept paper

(13 August)
Background
Human rights treaties of the Council of Europe (as well as the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child) require states to prohibit and fight all forms of violence and ill-treatment of children. The programme “Building a Europe for and with children”, which is being implemented further to the Council of Europe Third Summit (Warsaw, May 2005), addresses inter alia social, health, legal and educational dimensions of violence against children. This work represents a direct follow-up to the recommendations included in the UN Secretary General’s Study on Violence against Children.
The programme’s approach is to combat all forms of violence irrespective of where it takes place: at home, in school, in the family environment, in residential institutions, in the community, in the media and in cyber space.  In order to develop specific instruments and methodologies to tackle the different forms of violence, the programme is conducting an in-depth analysis of national policies and practices to prevent violence against children. The first results of this analysis
 have been integrated into a draft document suggesting European guidelines for integrated strategies against violence. The guidelines are intended to assist national decision makers and all players concerned in designing and implementing comprehensive national strategies for the prevention of violence against children and the protection of children’s human rights.
Objectives

The seminar will pursue the following objectives:

· to underscore the results of the Council of Europe pilot project “Analysis of national policies and practices to eradicate violence against children” and of research carried out by Council of Europe partners;
· to share and discuss an example of how regional cooperation can produce tangible results for children at risk;
· to present and discuss draft European guidelines for integrated strategies against violence (prepared by Council of Europe Secretariat within the framework of its pilot project); 
· to support the development of national strategies addressing violence against children and the appointment of focal points (as requested by the UN Secretary General’s Study); 
· to discuss possible Council of Europe action against violence in 2009-2011.

Working methods
The working methods of the seminar will allow a thorough coverage of the topic by the participants, including preparation and dissemination of background papers, active participation, contributions by all Council of Europe partners and collective drafting of conclusions to be submitted to the high-level conference following the seminar in Stockholm (9-10 September). Participants will be encouraged to submit written communications and examples of best practices.
The seminar will be preceded by a meeting of the Editorial Group (Paris, 23-24 June) to review the first draft of European policy guidelines for integrated strategies against violence.  The Editorial Group will be composed of national authorities and local and international experts involved in the pilot project, as well as relevant Council of Europe partners, such as OHCHR, Unicef, ENOC and other key non-governmental organisations.

To finalise the document and to incorporate feedback from the seminar and the high-level conference, the Editorial Group will meet for its second meeting in October 2008.
Council of Europe strategic objectives in the field of violence for 2009-2011
The high-level conference in Stockholm will review the progress achieved by the programme “Building a Europe for and with children” since its inception and  propose a new set of objectives for 2009-2011.  The conference could invite the Council of Europe:

1.
to assume the role of a resource centre, assisting its member States in setting up comprehensive violence prevention strategies at national, regional and local level.  This action could be carried out in partnership with other Council of Europe bodies, such as the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities, as well as external partners, such as OHCHR, Unicef and the European Commission;

2.
to function as a regional facilitator assisting countries in their initiatives to combat violence against children. The Council of Europe could also participate in the preparation of a report on implementation of the UN Secretary General’s Study recommendations, which is proposed for the sixty-fifth session of the UN General Assembly in 2010;
3.
to promote existing legal standards (e.g. the CoE Convention on the Protection of Children against Sexual Exploitation and Sexual Abuse, the CoE Anti-trafficking Convention), encourage legislative reforms (e.g. prohibition of all corporal punishment of children); ensure protection of children from the newly emerging forms of violence (e.g. in cyber space and in the media);
4. to develop and promote training and education programmes aimed at eliminating violence against children (e.g. on violence reduction in schools, on gender based violence, on human rights education for children);
5. to launch awareness raising initiatives on specific forms of violence, such as sexual violence.

The transversal nature of the Programme calls for innovative approaches to the negotiation of texts to be adopted by the Council of Europe Committee of Ministers.   This includes the creation of ad hoc drafting committees or advisory bodies with expertise in a given subject. For the negotiation of the European guidelines for integrated strategies against violence the high-level conference could invite the Council of Europe to establish a Committee of Experts on Children and Violence with an initial duration of its mandate not exceeding one year. The Committee could be attached to the Steering Committee on Human Rights (CDDH) or any other relevant Council of Europe steering committee. 
� Four Council of Europe member States participated in this pilot project: Italy, Norway, Portugal and Romania.





